
 

“La Crónica”, Lima, August 30, 1942. 

 

“JOSE ANTONIO DE AGUIRRE, THE EX-PRESIDENT OF THE BASQUES, ARRIVES 
AT LIMA TODAY” 

    The Basques–who make up the oldest and possibly purest of all the races that 
populate Europe–have, at this time, as a symbol, a young man who, despite his 
promising youth, is one of the best and most authentic contemporary figures on the 
Iberian Peninsula.  This man, who arrives at Lima today, is José Antonio de Aguirre, 
the first President of Euzkadi, or rather, the Basques. 

  José Antonio de Aguirre, who could easily be called a man-symbol, is a true 
Basque.  For their indefatigable nationalism, for their Catholic faith, for their garrulous 
spirit, for their myriad virtues, they are a faithful reflection of those of the race. The 
Basques have made Aguirre their guide and driver in this dramatic and crucial moment 
in history, in Humanity, when good and evil find themselves locked in a battle that can 
know no truce.  Aguirre, as an authentic Basque, is a luminous spirit, enamored of 
freedom, deeply democratic, and a tireless defender of the rights of weak peoples. 

  Coming into Spanish political life as an active member of the Basque Nationalist 
Party that was founded by that great spirit and fighter, Sabino de Arana Goiri, Aguirre 
has always had the motto “God and the old laws”.  His love for the Basque Country 
was never lost, but he did want for his people and for his race its own autonomous 
government.  He wanted the freedom and democracy sworn before the symbolic Tree 
of Guernica to reign over Basque lands, and he achieved that. 

  On October 24, 1941, speaking of José Antonio de Aguirre to the whole of the 
Americas from the most high tribune of the Chamber of Deputies of Uruguay, in an 
homage ceremony paid by the Uruguayan members of parliament to the young apostle 
of the freedom of the Basques, this was said: “Sirs, it seems disastrous that we have 
lost the reason for which, after 20 centuries of Christian civilization in which it was 
preached that man was the center of the Universe, around which all political institutions 
were supposed to orbit, upon which all doctrines, in matters of the individual and 
collective, the common good could be established.  It seems sirs, that we have lost the 
reason why, now in the 20th century, we have to again be clamoring for a man for 
whom these are the things and not a man for the things; that today, what is most noble 
and dignified in humanity, which is his spirit, is today oppressed. 

  Without flags or parties, bearing in mind only the intrinsic values of the person 
of José Antonio de Aguirre, what it represents for the Basque Country, we greet the 
presence of the young democrat and fighter in Lima. 

  “Raúl de Mugaburu” 

 
 


